
Midway Township Newsletter 
HAPPY SUMMER!   

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER: 

National Night Out – August 5, 2025 5:00 pm 

Free Community Cardiac Response Training - August 14, 
2025 5:00-7:30 pm 

 

NATIONAL NIGHT OUT 

Hello Midway Neighbors! 

You are invited to our National Night Out 

Tuesday, August 5, 2025, from 5-7:00pm at our Midway Town Hall 

Brats * Polish * Hot Dogs * Baked Beans * Salad * Potato Salad * Chips 
* Ice Cream * Pop * Coffee * Conversation * Fun! 

Entertainment by Todd Eckart 

 

NATIONAL NIGHT OUT SPECIAL EVENT 

Join us at the town hall on August 5th for free food and a chance to connect with your 
neighbors!  Many communities across the country hold this event on the first Tuesday in 
August to celebrate and strengthen community spirit.  Our event will feature delicious 
food and refreshments, plus entertainment you won’t want to miss!  Bring a lawn chair 
and enjoy music by Tod Eckart from 5-7pm.   
(In case of inclement weather, all activities will be held indoors) 
We look forward to seeing you there! 
 
CPR TRAINING OPPORTUNITY FOR MIDWAY RESIDENTS 

A training class covering cardiac emergency response for infants, children, adults, and 
AED use will be offered to interested residents at the Town Hall on Thursday, August 

MPCA website at www.pca.state.mn.us.  Midway is required to keep a copy of this 
permit on file for your property.  The purpose of this permit is to ensure proper controls 
are in place to prevent soil erosion into ditches, streams, and wetlands. If the 
disturbance is less than an acre, the Town can assist you in obtaining local appropriate 
approval. 

Thank you for your cooperation in helping keep Midway a great place to live! 

 

RUDY NIKKO 

 

For those who have not heard, longtime Midway Supervisor Rudy Nikko passed away in 
May. He was always a voice of reason for the Township. Rudy had a special talent for 
planting an idea and watching others bring it forward, thinking it was their own—never 
seeking credit for it in the end.   
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Our Neighbor At:
5399 Highway 2
Duluth, MN 55810-1712

FFDAFFFFADTADFTATFDDAFFFAFTAFFFFTTDFDATTTTATDTDTAFTADDFAFAFTDDFAT

Newsletter 
Midway Township
P.O. Box 1008 
Duluth, MN 55810

Inside:

Annual Meeting and Election
Midway Park
Service Opportunities
First Responders
Cut and Wash
Storage Containers, Semi Trailers,
and Solar Panels
Sea Grant Code Audit

Midway Contacts
Town Hall 628-7135

3230 Midway Road -Duluth, MN 55810

Posting Places: Midway Town Hall and
Recycle Shed 

Town Board
Dick Kari, Supervisor 940-1262
Jim Aird, Supervisor 348-3086
Margaret Taylor, Supervisor 390-1312
Beth Belden, Clerk 628-7135
Kim Bishop, Treasurer 628-7135
Regular Town Board Meetings are held the first
Thursday of each month. 6:00 PM

Planning Commission Administrator
Grant Forsyth 390-4072
The Planning Commission 
Meets the last Thursday of each month 6.00 PM 
One or more Supervisors may be present.

Animal Problems

Grant Forsyth     390-4072

Glen Johnson      624-4136

Recycling Shed
Grant Forsyth 390-4072
Shed Hours: Wednesday 6 PM to 8 PM 

Saturday 8 AM to 12 PM

Permit Director
Martin Kiesling 624-4620
Please leave a message on Marty's machine

Chairman of Board of Adjustment
Tod McCannell 590-0706

Roads 
Jim Aird 348-3086

Hall Rental 
Beth Belden  628-7135

midwaytwp@gmail.com



14th from 5-7:30pm. This training is conducted by American Heart Association Certified 
Instructors and includes an option for certification. Thanks to support from the Victory 
Fund, this opportunity is provided at no cost. 
Registration is required to attend. For more information or to register, please contact 
Natalie: 

• Phone: 218-727-9872 
• Email: nmccorision@thevictoryfund.org 

 
ROADS 

We all know the most important road in the Township is the one you live on. While you 
may not be completely happy with pot holes, washboarding and dust, please know that 
you are not alone.  We have hired a new contractor to maintain our gravel roads this 
year.  He has proven to be up to the task as all roads were graded as soon as 
conditions allowed.  As of this writing, we are making arrangements to apply chloride to 
control dust.  We are obtaining bids and have a projected timeline to apply chloride to 
last through the summer months.  By the time your read this, the project should be 
complete.  You can help to keep dust down by driving a bit slower and limiting the use of 
ATV’s on the roads.  Vehicles such as ATV’s, excavating equipment, and dirt bikes can 
damage the road surface.  Aggressive driving behaviors – such as rapid acceleration 
(jackrabbit starts) and hard braking - also contribute to road deterioration.  Because the 
chemicals are expensive and can potentially harm the environment, especially around 
weltlands, we need to be mindful of using the proper amounts in the right areas to 
achieve the best results. 

TAXES 

As you may be aware, the St. Louis County Assessor’s Office conducted its 5-year 
reassessment of Midway last year, which resulted in increased property values for most 
everyone in the township.  The County Assessor determines the value of your property 
by comparing recent sale prices of similar properties.  In a market where prices are 
rising, your assessed value will likely increase.  However, an increase in assessed value 
may not necessarily mean your taxes will go up as the increase is spread across the 
town.  Typically, your taxes are affected by tax levies set by the school board and 
county.  This year, at our Board of Review hearing, we listened to several tax payers 
question the increase in their property values.  If you plan to attend the hearing, you’ll 
need to provide specific evidence of an error in how your property value was calculated 
– such as an incorrect number of bedrooms or bathrooms, inaccurate square footage, 
or improvements listed that don’t exist on your proposed tax statement.  Simply telling 
the board that your taxes are too high is not something it can adjust.  If you want to 
question an increase in value, it is very important that you call the County Assessor’s 
office as soon as you receive the yellow notice of property valuation in the mail. Waiting 
until the Midway Board of Adjustment meeting may limit your options as the board has 
limited authority in the adjustments it can make, and only if there is a valid reason to do 

so. By contacting the County Assessor’s office at least ten days before our Board of 
Adjustment meets, the county has the ability to make changes without affecting the 
town’s allocated adjustment revenue.  Know that if you are not satisfied with the County 
Assessor’s response, you are still welcome to bring your concerns to the Town Board of 
Adjustment hearing.  

MIDWAY DOG ORDINANCE 

Soon, Midway will be updating the Midway Dog Ordinance to include a section on pet 
waste.  Essentially, the section will require that if your dog is off your property and 
defecates, you must clean it up and dispose of it properly.  You may be thinking, 
“Doesn’t the town have more important things to do than this?”  The answers is yes - we 
have many projects underway.  However, during a recent audit of the Town’s Storm 
Sewer Systems permit (MS-4), the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) notified 
us that a section addressing pet waste must be added our Dog Ordinance.  Signs with 
details about this new requirement will be posted in Midway Park and at the Town Hall. 
Thank you for your cooperation. 

JUNK CARS AND COLLECTIBLES 

Under the Midway Zoning Ordinance, having two or more non-licensed vehicles or 
vehicle parts on your property violates the section regulating junkyards.  The Midway 
Zoning Ordinance prohibits junkyards in all zones throughout the Township.  This 
regulation also applies to salvageable items that you may be storing. If you keep junk 
cars or salvageable items inside a building, there is no violation.  However, if these 
items are stored outdoors, you must either license them, put them inside a building, or 
remove them from your property. 

ORDINANCE 200 – HAUL, FILL OR DISTURBANCE 

At the June Town Board Meeting, the Board of Supervisors approved amendments to 
Ordinance 200.  The Town has had a fill ordinance in place for approximately 10 to12 
years.  It was originally adopted to give the Town control over large amounts of dirt 
being hauled into Midway, and to ensure that the dirt was not contaminated.  In the past, 
contaminated fill was used and the Town wants to protect the groundwater and 
stormwater flowing into streams.  Additionally, the MPCA recommended adding new 
provisions to our ordinance.  If you plan to clear land, move large amounts of dirt or haul 
fill, please call the Town Hall. The clerk will arrange for a Zoning Official or Town Board 
member to review your project.  They will help determine if you need a permit and will 
assist you in obtaining the correct one if necessary. 

CONSTRUCTION STORMWATER PERMITS 

Last week the Town was informed that residents who disturb one (1) acre of land or 
more must obtain a permit from the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA). This 
permit is called the Construction Stormwater Permit and can be downloaded from the 


